Summary of bonefish habitat use
Bonefish are considered to be among the world's premier fly game fish and are highly sought after by anglers. Bonefish are primarily caught for sport in the Atlantic but commercial and subsistence fisheries account for much of the catch in the Pacific region, including Hawaii. 
Bonefish are found in warm seas worldwide. They primarily inhabit shallow sand and grass flats of warm tropical waters. Two species of Albula occur in Hawaii: A. glossodonta, the round jaw ‘o’io typically found over shallow reef flats, and A. virgata, the sharp jaw ‘o’io, more commonly found in deeper channels and bays.  Juvenile bonefish may be observed in large shoals of like-sized individuals, with large mature fish swimming in schools, smaller groups or in pairs. 
Bonefish feed in shallow sand and mud flats, on benthic organisms like worms, mollusks, shrimp, and crabs. They use their conical shaped snouts to root out their prey and can often be seen with their tail out of the water. Bonefishes possess crushing teeth in the palate.

Hawaiian bonefishing flats are different than typical tropical Atlantic fishing flats. While Oahu and other Pacific islands have many flats, they all aren't sandy-pretty with a smattering of seagrasses. Oahu flats are littered with coral beds, some live, most rock-hard and sterile. Between the coral outcroppings lay the deeper sandy channels in which the bonefish travel, much like underwater "highways". Traversing the coral platforms and deeper channels requires balance and agility. It's not a walk in the park like typical sandy flats bonefishing.

Bonefish in the Bahamian Archipelago generally inhabit shallow, nearshore waters. Studies on the localized movements of bonefish in the Bahamas have suggested that bonefish utilize the range of nearshore habitats, including seagrass beds, mangrove creeks, and even coral reefs. Articles in popular angling publications and ancillary information garnished from recreational anglers and guides indicate that bonefish in the Bahamian Archipelago are also often observed and caught from other habitat types within the nearshore flats environment, including sandy flats devoid of benthic vegetation.

