




















 
 

96-1272 Waihona St. #8, Pearl City, Hawaii  96782   
Phone: (808) 455-4387  Fax: (808) 454-1301  Email: hawaiians002@hawaii.rr.com 

 
Date: March 27, 2009 
 
To:  Alyssa Miller  
  
Re: Malama Maunalua Project 
 
 
Aloha Alyssa Miller, 
 
It was exciting to meet with Carol and Kimo on Tuesday about this Maunalua Bay Project. We at 
Hawaiian Steam Inc. enjoy taking on these types of challenges that would benefit our community Local 
Resources. 
 
Hawaiian Steam is a locally owned business that has been doing business in Hawaii for 25-years now 
and has worked on numerous projects for City, State, Federal and Private entities as well as Prime 
Contractors. 
 
A partial list of similar work we’ve done would be the cleanup of an oil spill at Pearl Harbor from a 
Chevron Oil Pipeline. We were also directly involved with the cleanup of Unisyn Plant in Waimanalo, 
did the Cleanup of the Polishing Pond at the Kaneohe Marine Corp. Base Sewage Treatment Plant, 
including the removal of Algae and Sludge from the Golf Course water hazards while the ponds are still 
full of water and fish. 
 
Based on the scope of work discussed, this project is pretty much straightforward. We at Hawaiian 
Steam feel that our knowledge of doing similar projects like this can benefit either by taking the “old-
fashioned route” by pulling out the “Mud Limu” by using our hands and knees.  Or we can begin 
researching and acquiring equipment that would make the process safer and more environmentally 
friendly. 
 
We appreciate your Organizations confidence in giving Hawaiian Steam this opportunity to unite these 
efforts and would be honored to support this project anyway we can.  From the looks of things, the next 
critical steps are to have meetings with several groups and do strategic planning for the project.  
Hawaiian Steam would be ready to quickly move forward into the mix at anytime! 
 
Please contact me at anytime on my cell at 478-2601. 
 
Mahalo, 
Benson Lee 
President 
Hawaiian Steam Inc. 



 
25 March, 2009 
 
Mr. Chris Doley, Director 
NOAA Restoration Center 
1315 East-West Highway 
Suite F/HC3, Room 15719 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
R.e. Letter of support for Maunalua Bay Marine Restoration Project. 
 
 
Dear Mr. Doley, 
 
R.e. Letter of support for Maunalua Bay Marine Restoration Project. 
 
Malama Maunalua is equipped and primed to support the implementation of the Maunalua Bay 
Reef Restoration Project.  This project would be a landmark step forward in healing a treasured 
marine and cultural resource in Hawaii that has been severely damaged over the past decades.  

Malama Maunalua (to care for Maunalua) is committed to conserving and restoring Maunalua 
Bay through community kuleana or responsibility.  We have had a very positive working 
relationship with TNC in the past, and look forward to helping forge a vibrant and highly 
successful community-based large-scale restoration effort in the near future.  This initiative 
would be a major step in restoring our home and would be a model for communities caring for 
the environment. 

We are fully committed to supporting the Nature Conservancy Hawaii in this effort and eagerly 
look forward to upcoming successes. 
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Alyssa Miller 
Malama Maunalua Coordinator 
 
 
                 

P.O. Box 240421  Honolulu  HI  96824.  Ph: 808-744-0052  www.malamamaunalua.org 





Livable Hawaii Kai Hui ~ P. O. Box 25493 ~ Honolulu, HI ~ 96825 - 0493 
Phone: 808.864-8081          Fax:  808.395.8556 

 
 
 
  
 
                                        Email: hawaiikaihui @aol.com  ~ Website: www.hawaiikaihui.org 

 

Defend Ka Iwi Coast 
Preserve Kamilo Nui Valley 

Hold the Urban Growth Boundary 
Enforce Public Right of Way Beach Access 

Uphold the East Honolulu Sustainable Communities Plan 
Protect the authentic characteristics & natural beauty of East Honolulu 

 
 

March 30, 2009 
 
 
Mr. Chris Doley, Director 
NOAA Restoration Center 
1315 East-West Highway 
Suite F/HC3, Room 15719 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
 
Dear Mr. Doley, 
 
Livable Hawaii Kai Hui strongly supports the proposed Maunalua Bay Reef Restoration Project. 
 
The Maunalua Bay region is home to 60,000 residents and more than one hundred businesses.  The Bay 
is also a major destination for tourists seeking a unique marine experience while in Hawaii.   This project 
will have two principal benefits for the business community in Hawaii.  One, the project will replace 
some of the hundreds of jobs which have been lost in the construction downturn in Hawaii.  Second, the 
project will be a major step toward restoring a bay which has been a significant draw for residents and 
tourists alike. 
 
We are very familiar with The Nature Conservancy Hawaii and Malama Maunalua.   These 
organizations are very much a part of the community and have been leading volunteers in removing the 
invasive alien algae for three years in Maunalua Bay.   
 
Awarding them the funding will allow them to accelerate their efforts to restore this important bay. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elizabeth  
Elizabeth Reilly 
President 
Livable Hawaii Kai Hui 
www.hawaiikaihui.org 
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MANUEL N. MEJIA 

520 Lunalilo Home Rd. #246, Honolulu, Hawaii.  96825 

Cell: (808)225-3647 

Email: mmejia@tnc.org 

EDUCATION:    

MPA, Environmental Science and Policy .   

Columbia University-New York City, USA 

Specializations:  Climate Change, Economic Valuation of Natural Resources, Hydrology. 

M.Sc., Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering  

McGill University-Montreal, Canada 

-Graduated with Distinction, 1997. 

-Courses in hydrological systems and modeling and land improvement. 

-Thesis on water table management as a means to reduce water pollution. 

B.Sc., Soil and Water Conservation  

McGill University Montreal, Canada 

-Graduated with Distinction, 1995. 

-President, International Students’ Association 

University of Maryland College Park, USA 

-Enrolled in the Marine Biology Honors Program 

 

EMPLOYMENT: 

Community-Based Marine Program Manager, The Nature Conservancy, Hawaii Chapter 

Honolulu, HI.  October 2006-present.  Community- and science-based biodiversity conservation, specialized in 

marine resources management and conservation planning.     

Manager for the Locally-Managed Marine Area Network.  Foundations of Success/Community 

Conservation Network.  Honolulu, HI.  June 2004-September 2006.  -Facilitated the roll-out of client’s 

marine conservation program (locally-managed marine area network) in Asia and the Pacific (Philippines, Palau, 

Fiji, Solomon Islands, Papua New Guinea, Hawai’i).  (www.LMMAnetwork.org). 

Assistant to the Director, Fisheries Defense Fund, 520 Park Avenue, New York, NY 10022.     

2003-2004.  Liaised with the marine recreational fishery and organized a tag and release  

Project Manager.  World Wildlife Fund Tubbataha, Palawan, Philippines (1999-2001).  Supervised the 

implementation of the Conservation of Tubbataha National Marine Park and World Heritage Site project, 

funded by GEF-UNDP, WWF, USAID, Woolcot Henry and The David and Lucile Packard Foundation. 

Strengthened the enforcement presence in Tubbataha to 365 days a year, Established a sustainable financing 

and market-based user-fee system, which raised revenues to help cover park costs.  Turned around a “paper” 

park into “Asia’s Best Marine Park” for the year 2000 as voted by Asiaweek magazine. 

Nature-based Enterprise Analyst, USAID--Biodiversity Conservation Network.  (1997-1999)  Suva, Fiji 

and Manila, Philippines.  Evaluated community and nature-based enterprises such as ecotourism, 

bioprospecting, non-timber forest products, essential oils, and fisheries in Indonesia, Fiji, Philippines and 

Solomon Islands. 

Field Researcher, International Rice Research Institute (1995)  Los Banos, Laguna 

Graphics Artist Assistant , International Monetary Fund (1994) Washington, D.C. 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Authors: M.Mejia and C.A. Madramootoo. 1996. Effect of Water Table Management on Strip-Cropped Corn- 

Soybean. p. 733-743. In: Rational and Sustainable Development of Water Resources. Proceedings of 

the 49th Canadian Water Resources Association Conference. Volume 2. 

Authors: M. Mejia and C.A. Madramootoo. 1997. Improved Water Quality with Water Table Management in 

Eastern Canada. American Society of Civil Engineers’ Journal of Irrigation and Drainage Engineering 

and also in the Proceedings for the 7th International Drainage Symposium. 

Authors: N.G. Barnett, C.A. Madramootoo and M. Mejia. 1997. Economic Feasibility of Subsurface 

Irrigation in Eastern Ontario and Southern Quebec. Journal of the Canadian Society of Agricultural 

Engineers. 

PAPERS PRESENTED 

Authors: M.Mejia, M.Dygico, R.Subade, B.Spergel. Sustainable Conservation Financing: The Tubbataha 

Experience. At the 9th International Coral Reef Symposium in Bali, Indonesia. October, 2000. 



A L Y S S A  M I L L E R  
P.O. Box 240131  Honolulu HI  96824 

Cell: 808.228.0027 
email: Alyssa@malamamaunalua.org 

                                               
 

 
 

Curriculum Vitae 
 
EDUCATION: Ph.D. ,  Geography ,  University of Hawaii at Manoa.   

Specializations: Environmental Planning; Coastal Management, Asia-Pacific.  
Dissertation: Urban Neighborhoods & Environmental Management. 

 
Master of Urban and Regional P lanning , University of Hawaii at Manoa. 
Specializations: Urbanization & Environment, Coastal Zone Management.   
Thesis: Waiahole Water-Policy and Planning. 
 
Bachelor of Science,  Natural Resource P lanning and Management,  
Humboldt State University, Arcata CA.  Minors: Geography, Appropriate  
Technology Engineering.   

 
EMPLOYMENT: Community Marine Management Program Coordinator ,   

Malama Maunalua ,  Honolulu, HI.  November 2005 to present.  
Nonprofit administration, project planning and implementation, fundraising,  
public relations, outreach and education for non-profit community marine 
management organization. 

 
Environmental Consultant,  Pacific Environmental Research  
Honolulu, HI  December 1994--July 1996.  Research and preparation of  
Coastal Zone Nonpoint Source Pollution Control (§6217) Draft Plan, State of  
Hawaii, Office of State Planning (EPA/NOAA document). 
  
Environmental Consultant,  Pacific Environmental Research  
Honolulu, HI  March-June 1994.  Prepared A Review and Inventory 
of Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Mechanisms for the State of Hawaii, 
Office of State Planning,  §6217 Program. (EPA/NOAA document). 
 
Environmental Planner ,  Pacif ic P lanning & Engineering    
Honolulu, HI  1991-1994.  Preparation of  Environmental Impact  
Statements and Assessments to meet NEPA, State and local requirements. 
Preparation of environmental permits (U.S.Army Corps of Engineers,  
Department of Health/Federal Water Quality, Conservation District Use  
Application, Coast Guard, Bridge, CZM Certification). 
  
Researcher ,  Community Watershed Assessment Information Project  
1990-1995.  Supported information gathering project to build community  
assessment of  watersheds in the state of Hawaii.  
 
Research Assistant ,  East West Center 
Honolulu, HI  1989-199.3  Researched urban and coastal environmental  
and policy issues in Asia-Pacific Region.  Wrote and edited summary reports.   
Assisted in planning, management and documentation of international conferences  
in Hawaii and Indonesia. 

 
Co-Director ,  Campus Center for Appropriate Technology, Arcata CA., 
1987-1988.   Directed community education programs and ran AT demonstration  
center. Maintained solar, wind, greywater and aquaculture systems, greenhouse  
and gardens. 

 
LANGUAGE: Indonesian, Ambonese Malay, Spanish 

 
List of publications available upon request 



Photos of the invasive alien algae, Avrainvillea amadelpha and its extent at 

Kuli`ou`ou Reef Flats during low tide.    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avrainvillea amadelpha specimen (left) and in the field (right).  Source: University 

of Hawaii—Botany Department. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avrainvillea at low tide at Kuli`ou`ou Reef Flats (project site).   

 

 



 

Community Volunteers clearing IAA from the Paiko Reef Flats— 

“Let everybody pitch in!  Many hands make light work.” 

 

 

 






